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VCDS Operational News

A RIDE TO CARE FOR CANCER PATIENTS
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From the Board

Reminder: Mandatory BC Masking Policy

As of last month, the BC mandatory masking policy remains in effect. While some may appear to
disregard this guideline, it is important for everyone to comply to ensure the safety and well-being of all.
Masks must be worn in designated areas and during patient transport. Let's continue working together to
support and protect the communities we serve.

NOTE: Personal Protective Equipment—masks and Lysol wipes--should be purchased and may be
reimbursed by scanning your receipts and emailing the Treasurer Tom Akam
tom.a@volunteercancerdrivers.ca

Celebrating 1,000,000 Kilometres of Complimentary Rides for Cancer Patients

We are thrilled to announce that VCDS volunteers surpassed an incredible milestone in 2024—driving over
1,000,000 kilometres in complimentary rides to medical appointments across Greater Vancouver and the
Fraser Valley. This achievement reflects the dedication of our volunteers and the positive impact of our
services on the lives of those battling cancer. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this historic
accomplishment!

Read the article in the Surrey Now Leader click https:/www.surreynowleader.com/local-news/1000000-
kms-for-volunteer-cancer-drivers-who-need-help-in-metro-van-7751940/?asdfasdfasdfasd

Reminder NOTE: Volunteer Opportunity: Help Manage PPE Kits for Drivers

We're seeking dedicated volunteers to assist with the management of Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) kits for our drivers. VCDS is looking for (1) volunteer from Tri-Cities/Burnaby/New West/Pitt
Meadows and (1) from Surrey & eastward to help with the distribution of PPE supplies. These volunteers
would work in conjunction with Kyle Cheriton who currently is looking after PPE distribution for
Richmond/Vancouver/North Shore. This role involves purchasing, packaging, and distributing PPE kits.

Key Responsibilities:

e Procure quality items at the best possible pricing.
o Package the PPE kits for easy distribution.
o Deliver the kits to Orientation Drive Trainers and, occasionally, to other drivers.

If you're interested in volunteering, please contact Gord Locke at gordl@volunteercancerdrivers.com.

Update on Search for New Board Members

The search for new board applicants is well underway! We have received applications from many
experienced and skilled individuals. To ensure diverse perspectives, our Nominating Committee includes
current board members, a dispatcher, and a driver. The selected candidates will be presented for approval
at our 2025 Annual General Meeting. Thank you to all who have shown interest in contributing to our
mission.

This is a friendly reminder to mark your calendar for our upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM), which
will be held on Saturday, March 29th, in Studio 103 at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts in Burnaby at
10:00 AM, followed by lunch. Your participation is crucial, and we look forward to your presence. Further
details and the agenda will be sent out in the coming weeks. Click to see location

Monthly financials and draft Board meeting minutes
The most recent draft minutes of the January 21, 2025, Board meeting and the latest financial
statements can be viewed using the orange Volunteer Central link .

Messages of gratitude from patients and their families and medical community

“Thank-you for your team for your dedication as volunteer drivers and dispatchers. Your
generosity in giving your time and energy to help cancer patients like me truly make a real
difference."

“I didn't have a way to get to my treatment, and Volunteer Cancer Drivers helped ensure |
didn't miss an appointment. Thank you for your support and kindness - you made a difference
in my life.".

Thank you for your continued support!

RJ (Bob) Smith
VCDS President

Questions about this newsletter? email: feedback@volunteercancerdrivers.com
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